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Today
5 min Introduction of participants

10 min Storytime with AAC purpose 

35 min Procedure description, materials sample and video demonstration

Survey Results 

25 min Team member responsibilities and perspectives

Conclusions: successes and challenges

15 min Q&A



Learning outcomes

-Describe the processes and materials necessary to start a storybook 
reading program with AAC in a public library

-Describe the roles of the interdisciplinary team leading a library 
program for AAC users

-Describe the needs and perceptions of caregivers involved in the 
Storybook reading with AAC program
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About me: CONNIE

Originally from BelizeBachelor’s in Iowa in Neuroscience & PsychologyGraduate Student at Cal State University East Bay
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About Myself
• My name is Himani. 
• I am a non-speaking, Autistic girl. 
• I use a speech generating device, Accent 1000 

with Unity 84 sequenced.
• I am a PRC Ambassador. 
• I am passionate about self advocacy and AAC 

awareness.
• I helped start the “Storytime with AAC” program 

at Union City library. 



My role as an AAC user in 
“Storytime with AAC”

● Help the librarian understand how AAC users 
communicate.

●  Share the joy of interaction through book 
reading.

● Socializing with other AAC users.

● Being a role model and peer mentor to my 
friends.

● Forming a community.



My AAC presentation at the 
Library

Introducing AAC advocate and author Tiffany 
Hammond for a Storytime with AAC event



About Me: Sabena D’souza

• Parent of a teen AAC user.
• Program Coordinator/Volunteer for 

Storytime with AAC, Social hangout and 
Adaptive Yoga at Union City library.

• Worked as a paraeducator with Fremont 
Unified School District.

• Worked as a Business Analyst in the 
Insurance Sector.



Why “Storytime with AAC”?
• Participate in the community
• Develop a love of reading books
� Build communication skills

• Socialization opportunity
� See other AAC users 

communicate
� Interact with other AAC users

• Offer Caregiver support
� Develop modeling skills
� Provide resources



What is Storytime with AAC?



What is Storytime with AAC?

Engaging the participants using Shared Reading 
strategies



What is Storytime with AAC?

We model on our AAC devices



What is Storytime with AAC?

We build community connections



What is Storytime with AAC?

We play fun games to build language and 
interaction.



Program Details



Book selection 

• Age appropriate
� Theme
� Vocabulary

• Characters with disabilities / 
Neurodivergent characters

• Cultural / Ethnic representation



About me: Elena Dukhovny

● SLP, faculty at SLHS, Cal State East 
Bay

○ AAC as area of clinical and research 
interest, e.g. ConversAACion group

● Co-director of LISTEN with AAC 
interdisciplinary training grant

○ Readers are grant-funded graduate 
students in SLHS and SpEd

● Big fan of stories and storytelling



Reader preparation

● Reader recruitment - at least 3-month commitment
● Reader training pre-first reading

○ Video and in-person observation of experienced 
reader

○ Resource packet review
○ First book - co-creation of questions and core 

vocab with faculty  
○ Observation of reader, with feedback



Reader preparation

● Reader role prior to every reading
○ Generate core vocabulary list
○ Generate core vocabulary sequence sheet
○ Produce target vocabulary on either 

Proloquo2Go or TouchChat until fluent to 
prepare for modeling during reading

○ Create game for after-book reading



Core vocabulary - selection

● The week’s reader selects 8-10 words. Principles for word 
selection:
○ Key words important to story retell and discussion
○ Many reusable (high frequency / core) words
○ Must include some actions / descriptive words (not just 

nouns)
○ Must include a question word (e.g. What, Who, How, etc)
○ It’s OK and appropriate for some of the vocabulary to 

be the same week to week





Comment-Ask-Respond

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1wP2MSalRNXYyIhcA-x1IHoZzKynSiqVu/preview


Core vocabulary - sharing with families

● Reader (previously - coordinator) creates core word sheets
● Librarian sends out to registered families ~3-5 days before 

StoryTime
● At session, before reading:

○ Printed sheets available at the door for TouchChatWP 60 and 
Proloquo2Go Intermediate

○ (New) guided pre-practice
■ Reader demonstrates each word on one app before 

beginning reading and families practice each word three 
times



Shared reading strategies
Within two weeks before reading:
● Review the book to plan 4-5 fun discussion / opinion 

question for the listeners (one for every 3-4 pages). 
Include questions/comments that
○ Have no wrong answer
○ Highlight interesting aspects of the book, or 
○ Explore personal connections that listeners may have 

with the book
○ Do not require fringe vocabulary for response

● Participants are encouraged to answer AND ask 
questions, e.g. 

○ Butterfly was impatient. Have you ever been impatient?
○ What do you think is going to happen next: Is he going to stay or go?
○ Who makes you happy in your circle?



Shared reading and interaction

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1JRo-DqLstnsyi2ccyQYJjl6_Tjj6KxcV/preview


Shared reading strategies

● Aided Language Modeling - key word modeling
● Wait!
● CAR - Comment  -  Ask (for participation!)  -  Respond

○ C: “The BUTTERFLY looks so TIRED”
○ A: “Do you think he will FLY to where he needs to GO, or NO?”
○ (wait for responses from several listeners)
○ R: “B says NO, he won’t FLY. Oh no, he won’t catch up with his 

friends, then!”
● Encourage children to ask at least one question to each other / 

parents
● Proximity / intonation / volume for management of large group



Aided language commenting

https://docs.google.com/file/d/13855pLJLlSZm2hMzxUQ_ZPaOa3UBBviF/preview


Game creation 

● ~20 minutes - a game or activity
● Considerations for games: 

○ Ideally something that uses the day’s vocabulary
○ Uses mostly available library resources, few 

perishables, no extensive prep
○ Ideally something that one of the participants can 

lead
● Some games we’ve played:

○ Topical Bingo (templates available on Canva, etc)
○ Movement games relevant to the books (beware of 

mobility limitations)
○ MadLibs



Retelling the story 
with scarves and 

music

Mad LibsBingo



About Me: Polina

• Children’s Services Librarian at 
Union City Library (Alameda 
County Library system)

• Working with the community to 
conduct programs for children 
with neurodiverse and complex 
needs since 2018



 “…We’re thoroughly enjoying the environment [Storytime with AAC] 
provides. The sensory room has been especially beneficial for our son…”

Sensory Corner & Themed Props



Sensory Corner & Themed Props



Sensory Corner & Themed Props



Program Overview: 
Materials and Procedures



Materials -  before program

Flyer Registration



Materials -  after registration

Preparing for Storytime with 
AAC Survey (optional)



Materials -  after registration

Core Words Vocabulary and Book Title



Materials -  after registration

Caregiver and Participant Guidance Materials



Visual schedule



Participation schedule



Caregiver guidelines



Materials -  during program

AAC Materials & handouts



Materials -  during program

Light tech boards, literacy 
planners, AAC modeling 
and shared reading 
handouts and more!



TouchChat Core Board



Proloquo2Go Core Board



PRC Literacy Planner



PRC-Saltillo Calendar



Modeling handouts

Credit: 
The AAC Coach



(C) Kate Ahern, M.S.Ed 
2016 with Shelane 
Nielson

Prompt Hierarchy handout



Storytime with AAC Feedback Survey

Materials -  after program



Research Results:
The Impact of Storytime with AAC



The Research Survey



Survey Participants

Criteria: 3 sessions or more



Survey Participants



Survey demographics



Survey - usefulness of supports
Overall results: 4.5+
Sending out core words vocab in advance 4.75
Vocabulary modeling on AAC device by the reader 4.5
Socialization opportunity for the child 4.5
Receiving Shared Reading handouts 4.75
Receiving additional resources on AAC (e.g. PRC Literacy Planner 
or other flyers), including both emailed materials and those 
available in hard copy at Storytime with AAC sessions. 4.63
Seeing other AAC users 4.56
Meeting other parents 4.5
Puppets/props to go with the books 4.5
Playing games or doing other activities after Storytime 4.44



Survey - generalization

Are skills extending outside of the StoryTime?



Overall perception

Overall perception: 4.75

Summary of positive comments / summary of suggestions
Safe place
Encouraging to see other AAC users use their devices
Helpful to see other parents interact with their children using AAC
Resources
Social time and modeling with AAC

Fully booked
More modeling for question & answers (outside of our scope)
Book visibility & modeling at a slower pace
Having a child model 



“Participating in Storytime with AAC has truly 
transformed our family dynamics. We joined during 
the pilot phase, witnessing our son progress from 
non-speaking to effectively expressing his needs. As a 
mother, I gained valuable skills in efficiently 
navigating and modeling AAC. The program not only 
facilitated the development of communication for 
both my child and me but also enabled us to make 
friends within the community. The support and 
communication from the team have been immensely 
beneficial throughout this journey.”

Some highlights

“It is needed. It helps us feel seen, that 
this program exists for us.”

“Seeing kids who are good with AAC 
encourages me. It makes me believe my child 
can learn to use AAC too.”



It Takes a Team:
Roles and Perspectives



Program Coordination
• Scheduling dates for Storytime with 

AAC
� Allocate readers for the program

• Props for the book
• Volunteer training
• Reviewing feedback
� Implementing suggestions



Program Promotion 

• Email to library families (Polina)
• Facebook
• Email to specialists across the Bay 

Area
• School District SELPA
• Disability Rights organization



Author of the book “A Day With No Words”



Celebrating AAC Awareness 
Month in October 2023





Certificates and free book 
give-aways in October



April is Autism Acceptance 
Month

● Self representation with books that have autistic and neurodivergent 
characters.

● Perspectives of self advocates, siblings and friends
● Strategies on self regulation and mindfulness. 



Connecting with your local library

• Need to serve a neurodiverse population.
• Help librarian to understand how AAC 

users communicate.
• Sharing resources on AAC.
• Training on modeling during Shared 

Reading.



● Point of Contact for Participants – flyers/registration
○ If parents have questions, accommodation requests or other 

considerations, there is a dedicated library staff member to answer 
them

■ Preparation survey (AAC system, accommodations, etc.)
■ Feedback survey (what is working, how to improve, etc.)

● Ensure a Quality Program Experience
○ Library support and resources for basic program needs:

■ Sensory corner and themed props
■ Quantity of books (enough for all participants)
■ Screen and sound system (may not be needed depending on 

size)
○ Listening to and implementing feedback

■ From seating to program components, it took us many months to 
get to our current set up!

Library Role: Logistics



Library Role: Logistics



Library Perspective: the 
Library needs your expertise!

● Libraries want to expand the 
equity and accessibility of their 
services.

● We are looking for partnerships 
that allow us to offer quality 
programs beyond our traditional 
services and expertise. We need 
you!

● Programs like Storytime with AAC 
are a stepping stone for improving 
access and raising awareness in 
the community.

October is AAC Awareness Month at the 
Library



University Perspective

● Excellent unique interdisciplinary training 
opportunity for 

○ graduate students (as readers) and 
○ undergraduate students (in the future, as volunteers)

● Necessary reader resources / infrastructure at the 
university

○ iPads for practice 
○ Training materials, including videos 
○ Time between sessions for coaching and occasional 

trouble-shooting



Preparing SLP/SpEd professionals
StoryTime readers learn to…

● conduct best-practice shared reading 
● interact with individuals who use AAC and their families
● choose story-appropriate vocabulary
● develop fluency with an AAC system
● conduct aided language modeling in natural contexts
● coach and be coached by caregivers

Initial feedback from reader(s)
● learned to be more confident navigating various AAC devices 
● better perspective on how to support individuals who are AAC users 
● learned to collaborate and interact with caregivers
● experience being a Storytime reader [helped]  in my school internship 
● can be tricky to choose ideal books (e.g. themes) for the audience… … very helpful that Sabena 

organized an Excel sheet with books



Lessons Learned / Successes 

● Storytime with AAC continues to be full weekly 
● Program can change with time, in consultation

○ e.g. shifting responsibilities 
○ e.g. adding vocabulary practice before shared reading
○ e.g. continuing to streamline processes such as reader training, scheduling, outreach

● Age range is very wide
○ Open a separate group for younger children, if resources allow

● Shared Interaction with a large group of participants (average 
10-12 families)

○ Open a separate group for younger children, if resources allow



Thank yous
● Readers: Carley Biblin, Trang Tran, Misha Kiyomura, Renata 

Rodriguez, Jia Qiu
● Union City Library’s (former) Manager: Blane Wentworth
● Union City Library’s (current) Manager: Nidya Gonzalez
● Families: Sameena & Adnan, Krithika & Brihus, all families for 

survey response
● AC Library’s Graphic Designer/Photographer: Joshua Lieu
● Community Volunteers: Nidhi, Sai 



Questions?
Handouts


