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Estoblishing a library-based story book
reading prograom for AAC users and
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Today

o min  Introduction of participants

10 min  Storytime with AAC purpose

35 min Procedure description, materials saomple and video demonstration
Survey Results

25 min  Team member responsibilities and perspectives

Conclusions: successes and challenges

19 min  Q&A



Learning outcomes

-Describe the processes and materials necessary to start a storybook
reading program with AAC in a public library

-Describe the roles of the interdisciplinary team leading a library
program for AAC users

-Describe the needs and perceptions of caregivers involved in the
Storybook reading with AAC program



Readers:

Carley Biblin ~ Misha Kiyomura

The Team

Sabena D'souza Himani
Program Hitendra
Coordinator Volunteer

Trang Tran Jia Qiu

Polina Rubanova Connie Roth Elena Dukhovny
Librarian LISTEN with AAC

Program Director

Renata Rodriguez
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Background information

Statistics OEE | Aided Language
e Modeling
Successin Story Book Reading
AAC

Our Free Community Program:
StoryTime with AAC




About Myself 3

« My name is Himani.

[

« | am a non-speaking, Autistic girl.

« | use a speech generating device, Accent 1000
with Unity 84 sequenced.

* | om a PRC Ambassador.

« | om passionate about self advocacy and AAC
awareness.

* | helped start the “Storytime with AAC" program

at Union City library.



My role as an AAC user in
‘Storytime with AAC"

e Help the librarion understand how AAC users
communicate,

e Share the joy of interaction through book
reading.

e Socializing with other AAC users.

e Being arole model and peer mentor to my
friends.

e Forming a community.
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My AAC presentation at the
Library

Storytime
with

Introducing AAC advocate and author Tiffany
Hammond for a Storytime with AAC event




About Me: Sabena D’'souza

Parent of a teen AAC user.
Program Coordinator/Volunteer for

Storytime with AAC, Social hangout and

Adaptive Yoga at Union City library.
Worked as a paraeducator with Fremont

Unified School District.
Worked as a Business Analyst in the

Insurance Sector.




Why “Storytime with AAC"?

Participate in the community

Develop a love of reading books

1 Build communication skills

Socialization opportunity

1 See other AAC users
communicate

1 Interact with other AAC users

Offer Caregiver support

1 Develop modeling skills

] Provide resources
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What is Storytime with AAC?

Engaging the participants using Shared Reading
strategies
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We model on

our AAC devices
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We build community connections
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We play fun games to build language and
interaction.



Program Details
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Book selection

« Age appropriate
1 Theme
1 Vocabulary

« Characters with disabilities /

Neurodivergent characters

« Cultural / Ethnic representation



About me: Elena Dukhovny

e SLP faculty at SLHS, Cal State East
Bay
o AAC as area of clinical and research
interest, e.g. ConversAACion group

e Co-director of LISTEN with AAC

interdisciplinary training grant

o Readers are grant-funded graduate
students in SLHS and SpEd

e Big fan of stories and storytelling
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Reader preparation

e Reader recruitment - at least 3-month commitment
e Reader training pre-first reading

©)

Video and in-person observation of experienced
reader

Resource packet review

First book - co-creation of questions and core
vocab with faculty

QObservation of reader, with feedback



Reader preparation

e Reader role prior to every reading
o Generate core vocabulary list
o Generate core vocabulary sequence sheet

o Produce target vocabulary on either
Proloquo2Go or TouchChat until fluent to
prepare for modeling during reading

o Create game for after-book reading

1" Dlo:
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Core vocabulary - selection

e [he week’s reader selects 8-10 words. Principles for word
selection:

©)
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Key words important to story retell and discussion
Many reusable (high frequency / core) words

Must include some actions / descriptive words (not just
nouns)

Must include a question word (e.g9. What, Who, How, etc)
It's OK and appropriate for some of the vocabulary to
be the same week to week
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Comment-Ask-Respond



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1wP2MSalRNXYyIhcA-x1IHoZzKynSiqVu/preview

Core vocabulary - sharing with families

Reader (previously - coordinator) creates core word sheets
Librarian sends out to registered families ~3-5 days before

StoryTime
e At session, before reading:
Printed sheets available at the door for TouchChatWP 60 and
Proloquo2Go Intermediate
o (New) guided pre-practice
Reader demonstrates each word on one app before
beginning reading and families practice each word three

times

O



Shared reading strategies

Within two weeks before reading:

e Review the book to plan 4-5 fun discussion / opinion
question for the listeners (one for every 3-4 pages).
Include questions/comments that

o Have no wrong answer
o Highlight interesting aspects of the book, or
o Explore personal connections that listeners may have
with the book
o Do not require fringe vocabulary for response
e Participants are encouraged to answer AND ask

qQuestions, e.Q.
o Butterfly was impatient. Have you ever been impatient?

O What do you think is going to happen next: Is he going to stay or go?
o Who makes you happy in your circle?

e




Shared reading and interaction



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1JRo-DqLstnsyi2ccyQYJjl6_Tjj6KxcV/preview

Shared reading strategies

e Aided Language Modeling - key word modeling

e Wait!

e CAR-Comment - Ask (for participation!) - Respond

C: “The BUTTERFLY looks so TIRED"

A: “Do you think he will FLY to where he needs to GO, or NO?"

(wait for responses from several listeners)

R: “B says NO, he won't FLY. Oh no, he won't catch up with his

friends, then!"

e Encourage children to ask at least one question to each other /
parents

e Proximity / intonation / volume for management of large group

o O O O



Aided language commenting



https://docs.google.com/file/d/13855pLJLlSZm2hMzxUQ_ZPaOa3UBBviF/preview

Game creation

e ~20 minutes - a game or activity
e Considerations for games:
o |deally something that uses the day's vocabulary
o Uses mostly available library resources, few
perishables, no extensive prep
o |deally something that one of the participants can
lead
e Some games we've played:
o Topical Bingo (templates available on Canva, etc)
o Movement games relevant to the books (beware of
mobility limitations)
o MadLibs



Bingo Retelling the story Mad Libs
with scarves and

music



About Me: Polina

« Children's Services Librarion at
Union City Library (Alameda
County Library system)

« Working with the community to
conduct programs for children
with neurodiverse and complex
needs since 2018



Sensory Corner & Themed Props

“..We're thoroughly enjoying the environment [Storytime with AAC]
provides. The sensory room has been especially beneficial for our son...”
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Sensory Corner & Themed Props

[0 E¥)Ee3




Progrom Overview:
Materials and Procedures
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Materials - before program

o | Storytime with AAC
3 Saturdays, 10:30am-11-30am
’ Feb. 10, 2024, Feb. 24, 2024
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March 2, 2024, March 16, 2024

Urson City Libeary
34007 Alvarado-Nies Road,
CA 94587
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Materials - aofter registration
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Storytime with AAC Survey

Please help us tailor Storytime with AAC to all participants by answering the questions below.
All information you provide will only be used for adapting the program and deleted in
accordance with library policy. If you need to request any accommodation please reach out to

Polina at prubanova@aclibrary.org

Preparing for Storytime with
AAC Survey (optional)




o2
l'lolzfo O

Materials - aofter registration
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Materials - aofter registration :
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Storytime with AAC Schedule Fol I
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Visual schedule

Storytime with AAC Schedule

Greetings

@%’ Storytime
s Break
” Activity

& Goodbye




Participation schedule

Storytime with AAC

Participation during
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Modeling on AAC
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Caregiver guidelines

Caregiver Guidelines for “Storytime with AAC™

1. Demsonstrate story waords to your child on
thelir AAC device

= Use the vocabulary words we provide
and for words your child finds most
interesting

2. Support your childd when they let you
know they need it

3. Enjoy the Storytime!

Important note:

Many of ur grosp participants are very senaitive
to notwe and commotion sad will seed ticse and
COnCentration 10 say what they need to say. Te give
kids space. let's koop adalt talking 10 2

menimum. (We hoge the adudrs can connect daring
break or after the program') We also seggest you
bet the story reader and partscipants interact
direcsly with each other as much as possidle
You may even move to the back of the rose and
obwerve, o your child does mot need you for a part
of the story.




Materials - during progrom

AAC Materials & handouts



Materials - during program ;
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Proloquo2Go Core Board
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PRC Literacy Planner

Let's Play!

2024 ANC Liver sy Pranon
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PRC-Saltillo Calendar
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Hit it Out of the Park
with AAC!
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Modeling handouts

AAC Modeling: Read Together

Get Attention! Comment on Ask for things!
o LOOK! the story! o THIS BOOK
o UM OH. OM NO? » THAT COOI * WANTSEE
o WO * FUNNY STORY | « DIFFERENT BOCK
* SURPRISE! « READ MORE
o LIKE YOU  AGAIN AGAIN!
invite Participation! | e cy |y « YOU READ
o WHAT THINK? » YOU DO THAT * DO MYSELF
o WHAT NEXT? o THAT SCARY e YOU CHOOSE
o WO HELP? » EXCITING * WANT DONE ‘1.
o WHAT FAVORITE? | « HE LUCKY Credit:

The AAC Coach
o WHERE GOING? « GROSS!
feadng together & i worderful Lingusge

lsenieng activity It clfers aechass of cpnariunites
20 model AAC for your laaenar It's also ertical for
Lzsacy oevelopmont. For loamers ot an emergent
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Joy Of readng anc start 10 see thomeetves o
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Prompt Hierarchy handout
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Materials - after progrom
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Storytime with AAC Feedback

We apgreciate your ingut about Storytme with AAC sad how we can mprove ¢
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Research Results:
The Impact of Storytime with AAC



The Research Survey
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Storytime with AAC questionnaire
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Rutarova (Mbrasan] Clena Dukhovry & Connle Roth (ressaschers, C5U Last lay)
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particpate because your child has attended Bus program af least three times. The
total Yarw 10 complete the survey it estimated 10 murutes. You muat Be 18 pears
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et Onar form




Survey Participants

non participants

Criteria: 3 sessions or more

participants




Survey Participants

Language representation

16
14
12

10

speaks >1 language at home English



Survey demographics

AAC Support
16
14
12
10

8

School-basad SLP Private SLP

No support
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Survey - usefulness of supports

Overall results: 4.5+

Sending out core words vocab in advance 4.75
Vocabulary modeling on AAC device by the reader 4.5
Socialization opportunity for the child 4.5

Receiving Shared Reading handouts 4.75

Receiving additional resources on AAC (e.g. PRC Literacy Planner
or other flyers), including both emailed materials and those
available in hard copy at Storytime with AAC sessions. 4.63
Seeing other AAC users 4.56

Meeting other parents 4.5

Puppets/props to go with the books 4.5

Playing games or doing other activities after Storytime 4.44



Survey - generalization

Are skills extending outside of the StoryTime?

nce in use

How vour child communicates

ne

Yes




Overall perception

Overall perception: 4.75

Summary of positive comments / summary of suggestions

Safe place

Encouraging to see other AAC users use their devices

Helpful to see other parents interact with their children using AAC
Resources

Social time and modeling with AAC

Fully booked

More modeling for question & answers (outside of our scope)
Book visibility & modeling at a slower pace

Having a child model

Zb 0%
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Some highlights

«, Parti ti time with AAC has;t
SRR e b OCa  P AR WA G
thtﬁ@fﬁl@f%ﬁb%'ﬁ}iﬁn %lHé our son progr

non-speaking to effectively expressing hi:
mother, | gained volu ble skills in efficient
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fsweld dpme but also enabled u
frlends W|th|n the community. The suppor
communication from the team have been
beneficial throughout this journey.




It Tokes a Team:
Roles and Perspectives



Program Coordination

Scheduling dates for Storytime with
AAC

1 Allocate readers for the progrom
Props for the book

Volunteer training

Reviewing feedback

1 Implementing suggestions
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§ Progrom Promotion

« Email to library families (Polina)

* Facebook

- Email to specialists across the Bay
Area

« School District SELPA

- Disability Rights organization
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storytime with AAC

Author Storytime with
Tiffany Hammond
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Author of the
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Celebrating AAC Awareness g
Month in October 2023




October is AAC Awareness month!

In celebration of AAC Awareness Month,
TR Storytime with AAC

will have Fun activities
for participants after e

every storytime:

. .‘I Union City Library
\@. """ 34007 Atvarado-Nies Road,

:FMN'W‘;‘.‘ CA 94587
‘:::, October 7

Wl w1 sl mw ey B rnentary Ay B W At My
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October 14
Do AML ASvai e a0 S00rgtwne with ANC pragram volurtsew wumars
k:& v Mtanden will 20 Bhaning aboot ber mperence a8 Rl e AAD s
October 21
A LM T Pl (PPl y Sanarios i Famdy Resind (8 Ravgaiin 2d
(38 28 | CR0 ) Vouce Opnana Asndive i Ciogy programa. eephore AMD werdior
bocthe wen PAC and Tobi Dynewon
October 28
s Corme = yor tosluese ard erioy Hallowaen thored Larnaad gamwny
‘ ‘ o serary sthwiey!

There will be surprise, free book giveaways on certain dag!

Events are for Storytime with AAC participants
Please register onlne at Mips: Uity sterytime-with-AAC

O808 &8 verary

oM Ory org
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Certificates and free book .
give-aways in October




Month

THE GIRL WHO M, Brother Otto NG SR Remarkable

THOUGHT IN PICTURES ced the Birthda ,ron, Remy

e Self representation with books that have autistic and neurodivergent
characters.
e Perspectives of self advocates, siblings and friends

e Strategies on self regulation and mindfulness.
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Connecting with your local library

Need to serve a neurodiverse population.
Help librarion to understand how AAC
users communicate.

Sharing resources on AAC.

Training on modeling during Shared

Reading.




Library Role: Logistics

. Point of Contact for Participants - flyers/registration
o If parents have questions, accommodation requests or other
considerations, there is a dedicated library staff member to answer
them
m Preparation survey (AAC system, accommodations, etc.)
m Feedback survey (what is working, how to improve, etc.)

. Ensure a Quality Progrom Experience
o Library support and resources for basic program needs:
m Sensory corner and themed props
m  Quantity of books (enough for all participants)
m Screen and sound system (may not be needed depending on
size)
o Listening to and implementing feedback
m From seating to progrom components, it took us many months to
get to our current set up!
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Library Role: Logistics




Library Perspective: the
Library needs your expertisel

e Libraries want to expand
equity and accessibility o
services.

the

f their

e We are looking for partnerships
that allow us to offer quality,
programs beyond our traditional

services and expertise. We need
youl!

e Programs like Storytime with AAC
area stepping stone for improving
Qccess and raising awareness in
the community.

October is AAC Awareness Month at the
Library
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University Perspective

e Excellent unique interdisciplinary training
opportunity for

o graduate students (as readers) and
o undergraduate students (in the future, as volunteers)

e Necessary reader resources / infrastructure at the

university
o iPads for practice
o Training materials, including videos
o Time between sessions for coaching and occasional
trouble-shooting



Preparing SLP/SpEd professionals -

StoryTime readers learn to...
e conduct best-practice shared reading
e interact with individuals who use AAC and their families
e choose story-appropriate vocabulary
e develop fluency with an AAC system
e conduct aided language modeling in natural contexts
e coach and be coached by caregivers

Initial feedback from reader(s)
e learned to be more confident navigating various AAC devices
e Dbetter perspective on how to support individuals who are AAC users
e learned to collaborate and interact with caregivers
e experience being a Storytime reader [helped] in my school internship
e coan be tricky to choose ideal books (e.g. themes) for the audience... ... very helpful that Sabena
organized an Excel sheet with books



Lessons Learned / Successes

Storytime with AAC continues to be full weekly

e Program can change with time, in consultation

o e.Q.shifting responsibilities

o e.g.adding vocabulary practice before shared reading

o e.g.continuing to streamline processes such as reader training, scheduling, outreach

e Agerange isvery wide
o Open a separate group for younger children, if resources allow
e Shared Interaction with a large group of participants (average
10-12 families)

o Open a separate group for younger children, if resources allow



hank yous

e Readers: Carley Biblin, Trang Tran, Misha Kiyomura, Renata
Rodriguez, Jia Qiu

e Union City Library's (former) Maonager: Blone Wentworth

e Union City Library's (current) Manager: Nidya Gonzalez

e Families: Sameena & Adnan, Krithika & Brihus, all families for
survey response

e AC Library's Graphic Designer/Photographer: Joshua Lieu

e Community Volunteers: Nidhi, Sai
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